g 2 of c = © = ha 
* — = \ 8 * = = 4 * 4 - * 4 
I. 2 * "Ws. I a — 1 * —— . > : + "SY * 3 TS n ms) 9 


— in Faith, — e ene in TY | 
and Converſation, eſſential to the Charafter 1] 


| 


— 5 Wh -| 
_ Preach'd at 


Tiny. Chapel,” 


In the Pariſh of 1 


St. Martin in the Fields, Weſtminſter, [ 
On Wedneſday, the 2d of September, 1713. 


With a large Preface, ſhewing the Necellity 
| of Publiſhing i. | | 

| [By JOHN HOWARD, Prebyt f the | 

: ; 7 ich © of England. | rb f 


Whoſoever therefare hall confeſ: me before Men, bim 
* I confeſs alſo-befare-my Father which is in Heaven. 

But whoſoever Mall deny me before Men, him will I 
alſo deny before my Father which is in Heaven, Mat. TY 
x. 32, 3 

ok, LM it 1s written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. "i. 31. 2 Ep. L. 17. Jeri, | | 
Th y Way, O God, is in the Sanctuary: Who is ſo great 

| 3 God as our God ? Fal Ixxvii. 13. 
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PREFACE: 
9b Weſtham, Sept. 7. 17133 
I, Ji and Mercy are two great Subject h 


* the following Diſcourſe ; wherein they 
2 affirm'd to be comprehended in Cha- 


rity, 4s the Third Chriſtian Virtus: 


Aud todo as we would be done by, which is 


ſtill the ſame, is not a more common Rule than 


this, vis. That Charity begins at home. 


This indeed is ſome way implied in that, but e- 
ſpecially in the Precept (that Rule of Equity ex» 
plains) of Loving our Neighbour as our ſelves; 


whereby the Love of our ſelves is preſuppos d, and 


made the Rule for the Love of our Neighbour, 
or the Meaſare of this Virtue of Charity in re- 
ſpett to him. And how ſhall we have the Rule 


"and Meaſure, without the Thing it ſelf 2 Or how 


can we Love our Neighbour as our ſelves, if 


we do not Love our (elves? Or how can we in- 


deed, in that Caſe, be thought to love him at all? 
It is certainly 4 Thing impracticable to da our 
. | A 2 Place 


t 


I co —— 4 
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Place to our ſelves; and to ſuppoſe it, implies a 
Contratiit tion, there being ſo meeſſary a mutual 
Dependance of one Man's Station, and Right, 
and Intereft, and Happineſs 5 in the general, upon 


another 5 

2, 1 ſhall therefore need no Excuſe, if I ſtop 
the Reader 4 4 little with fome Account: 2 2 Au. 
: Bat have Reaſon, on the 


thor, it be 
22 104k Pardon of the World ( which . 


I ſexcerely 4) thut I have hitherto neglected that 
meceſſ; ary piece of Juſtice, Let the Title I 4. 
fan "therefore now my Subject. It is what 
«pon this Occaſion; and 
thert are; I believe, fem that know me, who will 
be unprepar d to give # Reaſon for it: But I muſt 


beg teave 40 ſay, -that they will be miſtaken, 


thoſe 7 preach*d to, I was 


K the Reſpect 
here thrown out 20 hriſtmaſs 1ſt, 


— rum vun ring again; or, N infalli. 
| Meare 425 Men mans Things, needs oblige 
de Priiſbood ro yield to an 5 and ſubſer- 
virnt Order, Fe + Mor is it, berauſe « Servant 
in the Church, mauſt wot only 
Proeff in every Circumſtance 
but*wploy'd to reprove and teach him, and at 
{aft allow\d andatiouſly to defend him the 
rankoſt Pride and Injuſtice, infolently triumph. 
e own Stability; nor yet byveaſon of the 

nd of a "that I never "wow, like 


4 


who ' 
ſpall think it is, lerauſe, for no other Crime than 


and with 
that ſuddin Violence,” as if it. were to ſecure me 


be advanc d above 4 
of hir Condition, 


iO i a ns a. a See an tot. ae es 
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The Preface. v 
true Briton, deſpiſe my'Birth-right in the 
Houſhold of Faith. Not by any of theſe Rea» 
Ions or all them together, was I induc'd to 
give my ſelf the Title, nor mas 1 . "Ng 2 
ao it, from any Thing inferior to this, 
My being act] of entring 
ly Orders. And now every Body may be ſatisfi- 
ed, that the Title is not 2 diſtinguiſh 
me from the reſt of the Clergy ( which lar Va. 
nity ſome perhaps might be ready to ſuſpects, ) 
but to aſſert * be ing 
Number. That I have 
being thus criminally Ordaiu d, 
cret : Nor muſt it any longer 

the Scandal is as Falk as is Great. He muſt 
be too Sagacions, that can raiſe ſuch a Charge 


een roundly 


is indeed nd Se- 


from che following Account; which I may Chat- 


„ eee in an Ons Fans 


3. 7 never had any Thoughts of any Emplay 
— but the Miniſtry had the accuſtum a 
Edacation for it, and always attempted the beſt 
Methods of Preparation in every Reſpect. I had 
been for about-4 Tear 4 — in Oxon, be» 
fore I was ordain'd Deacon; which was 
Great and Worthy Prelate, ' the late Biſhop of 
lament) in the Chapel of his Palace at Fulham, 
an Trinity-Sunday, in the Tear of our Lord, 
1703. 1hada Real and Fuſt Title providenti- 
a . 10 me, as en as 1 22 then to 


like a Thief into Hh. | 


reg ularly and duty of the - 
ndly accusd: of 


be a Secret, that 


that 


dedirate | 


— 
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God; which was but à very little time before- 
hand, as if it were to Ver no Time for Practices 
— Thad fall Teſtimonials from the Col. 
lege, which came to le jaſt before they were 
neceſſary to recommend me; and before that, the 
Hands of ſeveral f the Divines in Town. I 
— the 5 ES in the Chap- 
ter- Houſe. of St. Pauls, by the B biſelf 
Dr. Ala, Dr. Millington, wo Mr. 70 
ling, who is nom 4 Hake, ans Rector 4 St. 
Anne's Weſtminſter. - i 

4. I had indeed been — mich e 
and Diſerace for ſeveral Years before : But (to 


ak after the manner of Men) cou'd never ap- 
1 that I deſerv d am ſhare of it; and hy 


T been daly repreſented to the World, I had been 


- wniverſally in good Efteem, which has been al. 


ways my Lot amongſt thoſe that have truly known 
me. The true ng the of the contrary at all 


Cc hoice, when Liberty to cheo(e had been freely gi. 
ven me; or my unſhaken Fidelity to my Obligati- 


ONS, AS 4 Clergymen, or as 4 Member of the 


Charch of England. 


5. I cou'd wiſh, that al dane of the Brie | 


 thren, wou'd turn their cenſorious Humor into 
4 Virtae, by. directing it the right Way; and 


ceaſe from partaking of other Mens Sins, by i 


_ e WE * * is et Cr: rinie 


dedicate my ſol in that manner to the Service of 


Times, has been either my Conſt ancy to my early 


6. The 
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finding at laſt 


great er vice to my Self; and being now 
turn'd 4 Penitent, _= anſwer ably fo the 


The Preface? — il 
6. 8 he Reaſons for publiſhing this Diſcourſe 


may be nom expeſted. one can ſay, that it 
. the Nature of it, ae to y Pur- 


poſe ; and I was at this Time waiting for a luc- 


Opportunity of vindicating my Reputati- 
2 which has 71 1 ſo — * der foot 
of Men, as if 9 Ines no better Treatment; 
the ſolut e Needſſury of — pe 
Accounts that tan be nam d, and reſolving to 
Lay held on the firft hap Minute. While I was 
in the very heighth of my Expectation, I was 
call d upon to preach at Trinity-Chapel, an the 
Second of September /aſt. Without any thoughts 
of this Nature, I choſe to preach this very Ser- 
, which 1 had intended for the ſame Place 
— Two Months before, when the Reverend 
a Trebeck, the Wedneſday Lecturer, was 
ected to finiſh upon 4 particular Subject, by 
ch means 1 was "ie diſa e > = 
_ Some Days Time, I began to 
ſw.” N it —— do me any Service; and 
the extraordinary Solemnity of the Day, my be- 
in lucy pt in mind of it (living out of the 
Verge of the Gin.) uſt EE wid 
aſtice to it, with the aptneſs of my A an 
Diſcourſe to the Occaſion, fer * . till more 


working. 
4 At laſt I conſider d, * this ery Di "MP 
in doing rv leger to the 252 For done 


Do- 


vai The Pete 


Doddrinti is preaches, do me Juſtice; and le 
liberal and bountiful to me over and above ; 
as alſo be the better qualified to teach others the 
like Daties. About thi very time the laſt Tear, 
it — the Way to another, —— 
' Worſhip; and Oeco is the C 
$999 en the \follwing Sunday, 6997 the 
1ath = Erin) (ana 455 7th e September, 
as. it the preſent Day) prove fatal to me, and 
brought on ſuch 4 nem Train of various Trials, 
cant inu d, ds has bern ſeldom knows. How. 
the x2th after Trinity war this Year again made 
9 lere, 1 0 vor r _ 
10 N | ao 
9. That rat fer Tiny he) biow he gre 
Sabyect ts, ever ſince, ens 
aeed my C bief Expettstions and De 
taſſoning that —— eco ſſari 
to make the beſt; 6 of it. 15 be 
I had then full Teſt imm * N long ere 
Innocence and Divine Call to the Prieſthoad; 
the viſihle Part f which mas tos much to be en. 
dur h bim, who . neuer e — 
decent \ro his Ad ant. 
2 — who knows. what I was 
driven 10 4 c, and that Probably no. 
thing inferior to this wou'd fu 
much. injar d Reputation. 1 4 + ue Ex- 
aniple' bf | Holy David in the Seventh' Plalm, 
= wes Tonftrain'd to that Merhod in regard to 
2 * 2 Father and 1 


Church, 


upon the Prieſthood, | 


AS > 0 


— 
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and no leſs an Affair than the Royal Dignity he 
fuſtain'd by the eſpecial Appointment of God 
himſelf. Soon. after I had doxe this in a ſolemn 
manner, I receiv'd a flrange Aſſurance that my 
Relief was at hand, bach d by; ſuitable Texts 
_ of Scripture darted into my; Mind; and this 
Aſſurance was by as Miracalous a miſtake ſup- 
ported for . ſomie Months, even "till I receivꝰd 
4 Letter, dated the Day after that I have been 


. 


15 eaking of (viz, September 8.) which ob. 

Hig me to fo en Conde pon thi 
de | Fin. 1 
4 10. And certainly it was no improper Seaſon 
I | 20. wait for ſuch Evidences of the Divine Fa- 
ut | vor, when I had been for 4 conſiderable time 
„under the particular Protection and Guidance 
16 Providence; which mas moſt remarkable in 
mne inging me to, conducting, and encoaraging 
in, ine in this Place: Where, with all the Feat. 


ted | ties of my: Soul commonly. upon. the ſtretch, and 
ds | my Body daily fatigued, I happily recover d 4 
ee | ſhaken Conſtitution; and am nom able (and not 
wwe | more able than willing) to undergo any Labours 
At | of the Mind or Body uſually. incident to y ; 


P45 Profeſſion. th ſincere Intentions were ſoon 92 
10 | tinguiſh'd by the Inhabitants of this Parishs 
+ ſo | fo long accuſtam d to the late Reverend Mr, 
Smith; who ſeems to have given the World 
an exat Pattern of ine Paſtoral Care, in every 
reſpet# (ſo far as the Iniquity of the Times 
wou'd. well bear,) and 7, the Qualifications and 
- 2 | © Behaviout 


£2 * | ay 
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Behaviour proper to 4 Clergyman. | They who 
had been 4 mp bleſsd with ſuch a Paſtor, 


knew bow to underſtand any thing that was well 
meant h any other, and had learn d to look with 


Candor upon Mens Infirmities, and might hope 
10 find me in time ambitious 4 4 e to p. 
imitate his Example. But when the hearing of | , 


| Excellency is alſo odious, the aiming at it a 
Crime, and the corrupted Will a Lam; the only 
Advantages to be gain'd we the Conſcience 
of deſigning and endeavouring well, and the 
Applauſes of thoſe Good Men that knew or hop'd 
it. Theſe, I thank my God, I have never been 
without; tho I have all my Days reap'd ſo large 
Crops of that kind of Fruit I now enjoy, 
11. But fee how the Almighty can bring Good 
out of Evil, or turn Evid into Good ; and make 
one Deep call friendly to another, ever to the 
Confutation of each other, MN hen T had receivꝰd the 
greateſt of Favour the Prince of this World was 

| preventing my enjoying it, or making any 
De of it: But that Obſervation of Eliphaz in 
5 | Job, is mot more Applicable to 

© Job. v. 13. wicked Men, thapgto the Spirit 

CY that worketh in Wiz, He 
taketh the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs: 
And the Counſel of the froward is carried 
Headlong. The Deſtroyer's Rage and Malice 
commonly out. run his Politicks ; and mou d ſtill 

do ſo, tho one ſbou'd tell him of it. I was 
now ſufficiently awaken'd to conſider what I 8 
Ado; 


— — — ⁴⁰u— DS 
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do; and 4s I had nothing to depend pon, but the 


very occaſion of my Misfortune, ſo the one inevi: 
tably oblig'd T7 be continually thinking of the | 
other, and improving it to my own farther Aſſu- 
rance and Satisfaition. And in two or three 
Months time, after I was ejected, I happily re- 
ceiv'd Confirmation upon Confirmation, that 
this was truly the Deſign of all: But cou d 
have no reſt in my Mind, or Reſpite from Tor- 
| ments (under which I was frangeh Supported 
; | and Comforted,) "till I had laid all Important 
7 Occarrences together, with the Reaſons or Oeca- 
ſiont of them; and aitually entred upon an Ac» 
| count of the Diſpenſations of Providence to- 
> | wards wy ſelf, from the latter End of the Tear, 
1710. In this, I found ſome Eaſe and further 
Comfort, and was on the one hand encourag d, and 
' on the other hand driven to proceed, in 4 
, aſtoniſhing manner; every thing indeed both with- 
in and without, the whole of my Condition and 
5 | every Part f it, the Diſpoſition of my Mind 
(tho) againſt my Inclination, and to my own 
| Terror in many Reſpects,) with whatever fell 
out, or any way occurr'd to my Obſervation, 
ſeeming forged) fo carry me on; my 70 being 
to Appearance rait d above Nature all the time, | 
and enjoying an eſpecial Divine Aſſiſtance, bring- | 
ing things" had neglected into my mind at | 
the time they wou'd be uſeful ; and engaging me 
to apply things that had paſſ'd many Years ago, to 
lads Wn db 


S.. 0 DO WJ 


2 | 1 geſting 


Sv 


— — r 


2 | | - The Prefabe. 


geſting Matters to me which hos 7 T had 
Jad 8 Appre benſion. 5 i 


12. And nothing cou'd more con ſpire to 16% 


End than my being invited te 4 eighbouring 


Curacy, which 1 entred upon 1 third Sunday 
ler the V iolence I ſaſferd here, that being 
bere the Sacrament-Day. . The Caracy I Lg 


ſupplied ever ſince, wil aut the Neceſſity of re- 


"maving. And that has been juſtly thought more 
to my Advantage, thin if 155 bag Stept immedi- 
ately. into good Preferment; which was heartily 
2 by this Pariſh in General, and even pros. 


Place is the Reverend Dr. Welton, Rełtor of 
St. Mary's White-Chapel.; f mhow I bave 


. abſer*d in the former Account, That it well be. 
785 one Profeſſing his Zeal and Steadineſs. in 


Aion, to alleviate an Abuſe it had  fuffer'd in 
this conſiderable Pariſh, by admitting me to his 
own Church; taking me gſide from being fo much 
« ſpectacle to the World, and affording me fall 
Opportunity to uphold my Reputation. I muſt 
nom add, That beſides his kind Treatment, with 


Benefice will eaſily bear; which be ſeems ro have 


accepted (as I alſo befart obforv'd) for the ſake 


of e Retirement from the Town, no other e: 


ternal Motives being viſible, but rather the con: 


trgry ; tho" (to the great Advantage of the Pariſh) 


be generally preaches there Lack and ad miniſters 


te 


mis'd me at 4 diſtance. The Incumbent 4 that 


bis obligins Familiarities, and liberal C e 
 dations of we, he allows beyond what that ſmall 


S oo OO 7 Ee I CO I 
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the Bleſſed-Satrament every 'Month, I muſt 
alſo in Fuſtice to the Dottor, ada, that the firſt 
and principal Ground of his extraordinary Conrteſy 
to me, I have always thought to have been "the 
Improbability of. my fomenting and anhappy . 


ference between, him and 4 Gentleman of Qualit 


in that Pariſh, which has made ſo great à Noiſe 
abroad, to the Prejudice of them both; becauſe 
1 thought tt propereſt far me to carry it with 
equal eber vn both ſtats. This Temper has 
alſo gain u the Apprabation of the at her Genfle- 
man, the” have oftentimes neglected his Ci- 
vilities, whith have bern alſo very wing: It 


had been, unjaft and ungratefel in me, to have 


. 


ſaid leſs of theſe two Gentlemen (who hve been 
Jo much. my Friends,) upon this Occaſion, and 1 


was venturing further in their Behalf : Bat ſbal 
leave thoſe whom it may concern, 10 gueſs at my 
Intention; and to improve the Flint, if they 
take it right, and think it ſo. en. 
13. 5 there is no need of recapitulating : 
But 4 few words more are neceſſary, before I 
conclude this Preface. In à regular Gonformity tao 
the Devotions of the Churth, we meet this Promiſe 
once 4 Month (i- e. on the 9th Day.) to every 
fas under Slander and unjuſt Oblo- 
quy, upon . e Condition of an orderly Traſ in God, | 
viz. He ſhall make thy 
Righteouſneſs as clear as PW. 32 = 
the Light: And thy juſt re BRIE. taane., Tu 
dealing as the Noon-Day. Aud this Corp 
, Pd 


* 
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dence, I had expreſs, applying theſe very words 
to my own C 7 the lan before e 
(Far. 9.) And the Pſalm, wherein we find them, 
IT was directed to read for my Comfort, with 
the XXVII. Plalm, when 4 ſudden, Fire had 
broke ont upon me, in 1701. which is not yet. 
quench'd, and muſt be | ſwallow'd. up. in the 
greater, if it cannot be overcome by ſuch Me. 
| thods as I am now uſing. The Perſon that 
| took this Care me thought it proper to ani- 
| mate me in the moſt pathetical manner, bidding 
me be of good Courage, aud telling me, that In- 
mocency never fails to come off Glorious at the 
laſt." And it has been - always my certain Ex- 
petiation,. that ſometime or other I ſhou'd be 
daly repreſented to the World, and allow'd to 
att in my own proper Perſon, being diſeng ag d 
from thoſe Fetters and Manacles which have hither- 
to cramp d my whole Behaviour, and made me ap- 
pear at Thirty what I was aſbam d to be at Thrr- 
teen. Without this Aſſurance (inſeparable from 
Innocency, and 4 Competent K nowledoe of God, 
and his Methods of dealing with Mankind) I 
had inevitably been cruſh'd by the Weigli of my 
Calamities; and cond never have . ſap- 
. ported, with am Confidence, againſt thoſe haughty 
Contempes, and cruel Mockings, and Scornful 
Reproofs, which from the Clouds of Friendſbhi 
baue been plentifully pour'd upon my calle 
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14. And now (to reſume in ſome Meaſure 
what I began with) I con'd heartily wiſh, that I 
had more to ſay, as to the Virtae of this Att of 
Taft ice to my ſelf, and Mercy to others, For be- 
ſides all the Arguments hinted in regard to 4 more 
private Method (Par. 11.) which has lead to 
this, and what it claims as peculiar to it 1 
(Par. 6, 7, 8.) it has 4 great number of freſh 
ones not very grateful to the Hearing; which 
may be ſtill fruitfal of others, without any ſtop, 
unleſs ſtifled in thùimanner; and my own Pra- 
ice of the Duties of Juſtice and Mercy in the 
general, both to my ſelf and others, ſeems neceſ= 
Jarily to depend upon it. This loud calls for the 
Practice of the Third and Laſt Duty in my Text, 
aſcribing all the Honour of my Vindication to 4 
merciful and righteous God; for all I maſt my 
ſelf pretend to (which is alſo chiefly owing to him,) 
is, That I have made a Virtue of Neceſſity. 

15. But the Work had been much eaſier to 
me, tho perhaps not more eſfectual, cou'd I have 
had an Adviſer and Encourager added to my o- 
ther Helps and Incentives. This were a Thin 
hardly poſfible. I was oblig'd to labour by my 27 
for thoſe hidden Treaſures I have now brought to 
Light. The Subject was to others terrible, and 
unintelligible, Ttalk'd in the Clouds, and cou d 


not keep off « variety of ugly Cenſures; and many 
were the Attempts to divert me from my unknown 


Purpoſe. I was grown too thoughtful and wife 
for the Learned themſelves; and Melancholy ws 
| | [2 


xVi The Preface. 
the midſt. of the moſt\ pleaſing Speculatians. I 


was overcome by what I thoromly deſpis d; and ſe- 
cretly fretted (and fill might do fo). at thoſe, to 
whom. I cou d repay, whenever. 1 ſhou'd have 4 
mind to it, their own Imperial Coin, Such were 
the Encouragements I receiv'd from Men. 
16. And even. now I can't think it proper. to 
have recourſe to any of my Acquaintance, or in- 
deed to any elſe, for their Advice aud Counſel, 
or for their Opinion; and no competent Perſon 
will Care to make a Third in ſuch Affairs. I. a5. 
7591 it therefore convenient to-advertize the 
orld, that theſe Papers * (hitherto) have had, or 
tou d admit of the Peruſal and Correction of u 
Perſon but my ſelf ; and I have had, or could have 
n Alſift ance or Direction in them, but what God 
himfelf_ has been pleas'd to afford me. By this 
the Curioſity of thoſe Learned Gentlemen will be 
the better ſatisfied, who have been ſo induſtrious 
to know themſelves, and ſignifie to others, what 
Learning, and Sence, and Prudence, and Fortis 
tude I was Maſter of. They will alſo learn, even 
from mne, to look with ſomething of Candor and 
Compaſſion, upon thoſe mighty Imperfettions they 
haue always had the luck to diſcover. I can: 
nom aunid referring them, for their further Gra- 
tification, to 4 Polemical Treatiſe, entitled, A 
Brief Defence of the Church's Belief concern - 
ing the Aſcenſion. of our Bleſſed Saviour; 


2. When they were going to the Pra. 
"ee "ae . in 


„— 


The pre en 


to detain the Reader with, than earneſtly deſiring 
his Prayers for me, and for my Enemies; and 
aſſaring him ¶ whoever he be, That my Hearts 
Deſire and Prayer to God is, that he may con- 


ſider the whole I offer to him, with Benefit to | 


himfelf, and no Injury to any other; and that, 
if ſuch- Manifeſtations of the Divine Pleaſure 
may have their probable 5 onſequences, in reſpect 

e 2 


* 


— 
— 


Vi be Preſace. 
to the Welfare of Religion, and the good of our 
immortal hd I 2 then, by the Grace of 
God ( according to the Tenor of the Goſpel, ) de- 
ſpiſe all Loſſes and Torments of any kind, in this 
World, that are not obſtraitive to theſe impor- 
tant Purpoſes; and thoſe that are nectſſary, or 
aiding towards them, I ſhall eſteem as Gain and 
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, | Mic AH. vi. 8. 130 
He hath ſber d thee, 0 Man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of 
' thee, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God. 


FA OD having in the former Part of 
4; this Prophecy repraw'd his People 
on for their heinous Sins againſt him 


and one another; in the begin- 
I ning of this Chapter holds a Controverſy 
[| withthem, whereby he accuſes them of great 
r Injuſtice and Ingratitude to him: And then 
the Prophet ſeems, at the 6th Verſe, in his 
Jon Perſon to àsk, what is to be done to ap- 
praſe his incenſed Anger? Wherewith,. ſays 
he, ſball I come before the Lord, and bow my 
elf before the High God? Shall I come be- 
ore him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves 
of 4 Tear old? Will the Lord be plees'd with 
Thouſands of Rams, or with ten Thouſands 

of Rivers of O? Shall, I give my Firſt-born 

or my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Body for 
the Sin of my Soul? Theſe coſtly: Devotions 
Land pompous Services, . intimates would be 

8 | : 3 


[2] 
no way acceptable, tho they were never ſo 
fatale to the awful Majeſty of God, and the 

Greatneſs of their Offences, without the $7 inces 
rity of the Heart in turning truly to him, 

and performing thoſe natural Duties he had 
commanded, and principally. inſiſted an, in 
the Revelation of his Wilt to Mankind. Fit 
hath ſbem d 2 O Man,* what: is good Chat 
is proper for thee in its o.] Nature, and 
oft ny, thee; ] ani what doth the Lord 
require of bat to do juſtly, and to love 
9 and fo wal r with 42 God 2 


In ſpeaking'ro theſe Words, I ſhell 


5 Conſider hy Bom Duties diſtintly, 

| that are a Part of them; To do jaftty, 

ta dove Mercy,” and to wa ny with 
"thy Gaus il 


n How: God hath glue them to Men, 
and-convinced:us of their Exccellency ; He 
3 ad: ſhed ales, 4 Oy what is good. 
A RT? 


m. Whether Gamerhing more has: Tar 
; ce and Merry to Men, and Humslity 
towards God, ſimply” coaſider d, ma 
W \ "not be \/«2pos FY notwithſtanding thoſe 
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Words, and what * the Lorg require 
I. 


tee? 


[3] 
I. Lam to er e e di- 


of which is, To do jaſ ty, that is, to do wrong 
n nao Ones and to - to all their Durs. The 
former may be called the Negative, the lat- 
ter the Poſitive part of Juſlice. In either 
Acceptation, there is both a General, and a 
Special Jultice, The General is cald: Legal, 
and is the mating of juſt Laws, and ober- 
ag. them when made. And this: fort of 
Jolle, both Pablick and Private Perſons 
are-concern'd in. The Prince and the Læi- 
flature make Laws, and they with the Mz- 
giſtracy in general, are to make it a fa d 
' Rale to theniſelves, to obſerve! and exerate 
them upon all Oc ; and the whole Popa- 
lacy. are obliged to ſubmit to them, and re- 
gulate their Beheviear towards the State hy 
them. In a Word we are all of us to ſhew 
our ſelves true Members of the State by Cons 
forming our ſelves entirely to the Canſfituti- 
on, and letting our own private Intereſt or 
Pleafure give way to the Publick. © 
This Demeanour is due alſo towards the 
Church, which is of all Societies upon Earth 
Ju- the Chief, and internally join'd to that in 
lity Heaven; has Laws. the moſt Sacred and In- 
ay violable; and to conſult the Welfare of it, as 
0 fuch a Society, is our Firft practli. Eh. iy G. 
ire cl Duty, and that on Which all . 
| Good depends both to our mn. 


ftinifly, that are a part of the Text; the firſk 
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letting and biring, depoſiti 


Terms, at firſt in the Cantract or 2 ä 


41 


. We to the Special Juſtice, which is alſo 
call'd Private, that is either Diſtribative, or 


Commutative, The Diſtributive belongs 
chiefly to the Prince and Magiſtrates, and 
conſiſts in diſtributing Honors, Moneys, Re- 
wards, and Paniſbments; and this ſort of 
Juſtice reaches in ſome Meaſure to all that 
have any others under their Command or 
urifaittion.. The Commutative belongs a- 
ike to all People whatever, as in the Caſes: 
of buying and ſelling, lending and borrowing, 
in Truſt, pro- 
miſing, and the like. In which it is every 


body's Duty to deal fairly, and upon equal 


and afterwards in the Diſcharging of it; The 
Ohjet# of this ſort of Jultice is Equal Right, 
and it requires an Arithmetical Proportion 
between the thing receiv'd and that re- 
turn'd; no regard being had to the Dig nity 


or Merit of the Perſon, as it is in the 


going ſort of Juſtice ; in which the Propor- 
Cos Geometrical, and the Objett of it Legal 

The Second Duty in the Text is, to love 
Mercy; which is an higher Virtue than doi 
jaſth, and conſiſts in a Readineſs to rece 
from what may be thought one's Right in 
Compaſſion to others, and even to allow to o- 
thers what is beyond theirs; to ſpare thoſe wha 
are weak and neceſſitous, and nat ſo able to 75 


. 
der us our Due; to beſtom the Neceſſaries of Life 
on the Indigent, or otherwiſe lh them in 
their AMairs; to forbeur Retaliation' and Re- 
venge, When any Injery is offer'd us, and 
we may think it no Breach of Juſtice to re- 
25 it; and even to ;/oftex the Rigor of Legal 
aniſhment ; and ina Word, as to our ſelves, 
to ſhew all the Properties of Charity reckon'd 
uP by St. Paul, in the Thirteenth, Chapter 
of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. Theſe 
things we are to do, not grudgihely, or of 
Neceſſity, but cheerfully, taking delight in 
them; for this is to ove: Merexg 
The Ihird Duty is ta walk humbly with our 
Gad. Whatever our Qualifications; or our 
Life and Converſation' are; whatever Duties 
we perform either towards God or Max, 
we muſt not pretend to any Mrrit or De- 
ſert in them: But muſt always retain 2 
Senſe of our own great Unworthineſs, a- 
ſcribing all the good to him that made us, and 
all the vi to aur ſelves; and looking indeed 
with Shame upon our beſt Services, which 
4770 very imperfect, and even pollared and 
Tbeſe are the Daties expreſs'd in the 
Text, as requir d of Man: Aud how God hath 
ſbew' d them to ut, and convinced us of their 


Excellency, is what 1 propos d. 


II. In the Second place, to conſider from 
thoſe Words, He" hath ſhew'd ther, O N. 
„A | what | 


* 
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Tu do as me wor 


in the World; this g the Senſe we have 
. our ſelves of being well! or ill uſe ſens and firs 
i 


rs 1 
This very Expreſſion ſuggeſts 


Ai e 


Nutare and Condition of Man, and ſuch as 
his Nauru Resſon wou'd readidy' embrace; 


And what is more 2 to 
the | Common: Reaſon of all Ma 

more rradihy Fer to by them, than this 
Principlt, viz- to db as we wauld be lont by, 
contyircbanling all the Raves of [Juſtice and 
DMerey ?*\ And theſe are all again romprehens 
ded even in the uſual ſenſe of che Word He- 
manity; as if all the World were Jenjbl 
without any Inſtructioa, how DAT ts 


Man ſuch Duties are. And have rior al Mey 
8 high Opinion of thoſe, that art hnow-n 


attiſt Dont out f Principle anti Ghoice, 


williogly:ſhew lirie or mo Regard to them? 
'd be done 


Power upon the Minu of Man; 
gives a chect to him that 


has a ſtrange 
the Mentions 
is bent to 1 


the Th 


Refrain to the Ixjnſim and Craeity practis'd 


up go Wai wh and 'Gexeroſity, if we have 
Of cid And how does 832 
plan 


to us, chat theſe Duties are founded on the 


and his Conſcience of it - ſelf ſollicite him — 
obſerve. Aud 


an ufer Abborrehet and Dereſamun of 
Kuster and Mer of crael Diſpoſtion, that | 


by, 45 4 Maxim that | 
a> Things, and ſeften the a 


Temper of the Niggard; and if reramd in 
olghts; it wou be the mot effefFut! 
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land and reward us, for ating by this 
Rule? The Gratification ariſing from acts of 
Mercy in particular is ſo very ſenſible, that 
ſome have call d it the moſt exquiſite Senſualts 
5; thoꝰ the Object of them is the Good of 0+ 
thers, and. they are the neareſt Imitation of 
God, 'bimſelf;) and Juſtice, which is a lower 
Nr in — upper Soul, and the 
the Virtues purely Moral -. f 
Whether we, conſider the General or the | 
Special Juſtice, (we {hall find it highly a- 
greeable to the Nature and Condition of Man- 
kind, and to come under this general Ruld | 
of doing at we pe, done by. Every = x 
a Ba 


ne ha 


Mentbers. rejoice with, it; "And it RA wh 
alſo: in the Charch,; to Which Allo! * 


directly applies theſe Words, 
and in which we ate, and that nn 115 


2 more eſpecially, Members: ue 

e F axothers, Our Religion unites bete cloſes —— 

re 7 25 _ 0 
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red and knit together, increaſeth with the in- 


4 oo Body, unto the en 
ſings, and it then — 


Devil and his 
on is ſuch, that did all live 


more immediately b their own Virtaes and 


and as much as they are capab 


World; and were af poſſeſsd'of them, is 


"7-009 

Church is moſt properly call'd 

Col. i. 19. à Bach, the Head of Which is 
| Chriſt; from whom the whole by 
cfoint and Bands, having Noariſhment mini- 


creaſe of God: Growing ap into Him in all 
Things, which is the Head, even Chriſt ( as the 
- ſame Holy Penman ſpeaks in a 

Ephel. iv. 15 parallel Place:) From whom the 
16. whole Body ftly-join'd together, 
And c — that which. every 


vun, ſupplieth, according to the effetFual Work- 
ing in the Meaſure 2 eve Part; maketh Increaſe 


> tbe felf in Love. 
o this therefore, when Order and Concord are 
maintain'd, God diſpenſes his Fear Bleſ- 
uriſbing and hap- 
py, and prevails againſt all Oppoſit ions of the 
ents. A wh our Holy Religi- 
conformably-t0 it, 
every one wou'd contribute to the Proſi 
and Happineſs of the whole Communion, bot 
by eng ging the more eſpecial Bleffing of God 
upon it, and rendring it better and happier 


Graces in the General. For Chriſtian Endom- 
ments are exactly calculated for the Happineſs 
of Men amo — and God has by 
them deſignꝰd the traueſt Felicity to all Men, 
4 of in this 


D od © we 


not 


1 (9) | 
not to be conceiv'd, how happy 2 wou'd - 
be, as well from others as themſelves, 
And towards Delinquents in any Society 
there is a Mercy due, it being a Rate in E- 
quity, never to exact with Rigor, founded on 
that general Corruption, which makes al! Men 
liable to /lips and: failings; and this is the 
proper Notion of Moderation in Princes, Ma- 
giſtrates, and Saperiors. In others it is 
Meekneſs and quiet Submiſion, when theſe 

forget the Duty of Moderation, or injure. 
them without any Appearance of Law or 

Equity; patiently bearing the Lai 
Hrannical Sway, and commit- 1 pet. il. 232 
ting themſelves to him that judg 
eth righteoaſly. This Virtue both in Saperi- 
ors and Inferiors, in Governors and the Peo- 
ple govern d (and the People govern'd are 
indiſputably meant in that ce- | 

| lebrated Text, [Let your Mo- phil. iv. 5. 
deration be known unto all Men. 

The Lord is at Hand.) Which therefore 
preaches to us Paſſive Obedience, and no In. 
aifferency to any Thing but the World, that 
dear Thing which mult not be riſqu d, tho? it 
be to ſave our Souls, and which God himſelf 
muſt not be allow'd-to govern ) This Virtue, 

I lays on both ſides, is found agreeableto the 

Rules of Right Reaſon, as well as the Goſpel, 

and neceſſary not only to the Welk-being, — 
the very Being of Societies. 
0 rn It 


* 


ſhewed as theſe Duties, in the expreſs and more 
direct, and mn his Wil in theſe 


And this is an 


(10). 


1 It wou'd be both an endleſs Work, and 


needleſs, to go about to ſhew exactly, how 
every Part of Juſtice and Mere demands the 
Aſſent of all Martind, and comes under that 
gener Rule, of doing as we wound be done by 

{hall therefore now obſerve, hom God hath 


Points. 110 
1  WWhatſoever PREY cher Mw 
Marth wi 2. ſhowd do to us, to do even ſo to 
them, our Bleſſed Saviour has 

blery'd to be the Lam and the Prophets, and 
om thence declurd to be the Goſpet too. 
Explanation of that Prveeg in 
„ 2 1the Law of Moſes, Thon ſhalt 
Lev. xix. 18. {ove thy Neighbonr- as thy ſelf; 
Matt. xxii. 40: on which, with the Love of 
God, he tells us in another 

Place, hang all the Law avd thi Prophets. Both 
_ which General Commandmems 


Cor. ziii- St. Paul expreſſes by Charity, 


| as the Third Chriſtian Virtue; 
John xix. 23. which is well known to com- 
Tach 6 * prehend the Whole Prattical 


ere, art nity; and that 
8 Part relation to our Mei 
boar, all the Duties of Ju jee 


and a "Theſe are therefore founded in 
the Light of Natare, the Lam, the Prophets, 
and — Goſpel; and more than this, are the 
Lam of them all, in regard to our Duty 05 

wards 


of his Bounty and Favor, we owe it all to 


| (1) 

wards ons another. And thus hath God ſbew'd 
us what is Good in theſe Neſpects, and con- 
vinc d us of the Excellency of doing jaftly, and 

And what can be more the Voice of Nu. 
ture and of the Scriptures, than that fit is odr 
Duty t wall humbly with our Gad; that we 
are poor, helpleſs Mortals lately made by him 
out of »othizg, and ſabſiſting meerly by his 
Bounty; concetv'd in Sin, and ſbapen in Iniqui- 
ty ; © the Children of Wrath by Nature, and 
much ore ſo by Practice; and that conſe- 
quoney we are, without the greateſt Mercy, 
the Objects of God's Wrath and Vengeance; 
and whatever Acceptence we meet with from 
him, and in what Degree ſoever we partake 


his Free Grace after the utmoſt Forfeitures? 
And whatever we ds that is 


good, is owing to his Ait ance, Phil. ii 13. 


Who worketh in us both to V 

and to go of his Pleaſure. Job xv. 15. 
Tea, —— — — in N 
his 1 Man in his beft State is ſinful, 
and his Religion accordingly compounded. 
What Duty therefore can be more agreeable 


to his Nature and Condition, let me add, 


to the very Notion of his Religion, than 
this, of walking humbly with his God? e 
We might be juſtly amaz'd at the Sh 
that is us d in the Text, when this Duty is 

| menti- 


6129 
e mention'd, To walk hambly with 
BENE SL Pſalmiſt, Lord, what is Man, 
that thou haſt ſuch reſpec? unto him; or the Son 
of Man, that thou fo regardeſt him > 
We ſhou'd therefore take that Advice of 
St. Paul, which he grounds upon our ſinfal- 
neſs and weakneſs, and which is very much 
Parallel to my Text, vis. Phil. ii. 12. Where- 
fore, my beloved, as: ye have always obey d, not 
4s in my Preſence only,. but now much more in 
my Abſence; work out your own Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. 
Having thus conſider'd the ſeveral Duties 
diftinttly, which are a Part of the Text, and 
how God hath ſhew'd them to Men, and con- 
vinc d us of their Excellency; I proceed now, 


III. To the Third and Laſt Conſideration, 
wits Whether ſomet hing more than Juſtice and 
Mercy to Men, and Humility towards Goa, ſimply 
cunſider d, may not be ſuppos'd, not withſtand- 
ing thoſe Words, And what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee? It may be viſible enough to 
any one, that it is not the Intent of the Text 
to give a compleat Summary of the Duty of 
Man: But that the Deſign of it is, to recal 
the Jews to thoſe Natural Duties they had 
I, forgotten, and run contrary to; of which they 
are /argely accus'd in this Prophecy. And then 
the Prophet asks, H heremith ſhall I come le- 


fare 


© the Word of the Lord, qe Ra- 
© to the Law. of our: God; ye 


4 not in the blood 
me, who hath — this . — 


e. mM 


LET ; 
fore the Lord, and bow wy ſelf before the hi, gb 
God? Shall I come before him with Burnt- 


ings, with Calves of a Tear ola ? Will the Lord 


be pleas d with Thouſands of Rams, or with ten 
Thouſands of Rivers of Oyl, &c. Such Sacrifices 
and Offerings as theſe, if they. were all of 
them poſſible, and never ſo becoming, he 
intimates; wou'd not atone (and much leſs 
wou'd-the ordinary ones) for their groſs Ini- 
quities; and he tells them they had been 
tufficiently taught what they were to do, 
and if they — regain the favor of God, 

they muſt for/ake the Sins that had provokd 


him, and return to the Duties they had fo 


ſhamefully caſt behind them, and ated the 
Reverſe of. \ 

And many R — of this kind we 
meet with, in the Holy Scriptures: To this 
effect Iaiab, who began to write ſometime 
before the Prophet Micah ſpeaks. much more 
largely, in the following manner. . 
[7 EO 
of Sodom ; give ear un- 0 Ge. 92 


© lers 


55 Gomorrah-- To okay \Parpoſe is 
—— of Jour PL abs Bus _—_ me 
© ſaiththe Lord: of the B 

© of Rams and — — . beaſts, and tele 

Ballocks; or of Lambs, or 


hen ye tome to ap _ | | 


of He- Goat. 


* to 


141 
to tread my Courts? Bring no mort vai 


c 
© Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomination unto me, 
« the News Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of 
c 
- 


Aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is Iniquity, 
even. the ſolemm Meeting. Toar News Moons 
© and your appointed Fraſts my ſaul hateth: 
They are a trouble anto me, I am weary to bear 
then. Aud when ye: ſpread forth your Hands, 
ili hide mine Eyes from you : Tea, when 


je mate many Prayers, I will not hear : Your 
0. "Hows arefel of Blaod; 'Waſh ye, mate on 
the evil of your: Doings from 


4 5 c : "Sean, put away 
| mint 4 


— evil A 


5 3 Fo che Mitawr ; 
In another Place, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
e Heaverts my Throne, 
am. tov. 1% %% "andthe Earth ds my Foot- 

Hol 8% £1 6, ſtool: Whereiethe flag | 


t rl 9e +baild. untu me, And whete is the 
| «Pluck 9 n Ref; Tor al thoſe things hath. 
mie and made, and all theſe: things hade 
been, ſaiili the Tits Baie: 70 this Mam wid. I 
at, even to him that)is poor am f x con- 
4z ity-aud trembleth at my Mord. Ile 
$ tharkilleth:an Ox, is as of he flew «Man: He 
© that ſaorifceth 4 Laub, a5 if he cut \off 4 
© dog's. necks He that offereth an Oblation, as if 
© he aer M ſwine's Blood:\ He that barneth In- 
. A 
PAR WRT EBACE A. e 


a 


* 


„ ĩͤ DAY. Aft 6 


> ISS TI rw N92 OW ITT 


1 151 
Sevefal other Paſfages there are of tiie 
farhe Nature, all which, with theſe I Have 
taken notice of, we may look upon as beats 
ing chiefly the Jence of that Obſer vation of 
Solomon” 45 via. The ' Sacrifice of Site N n 
an Aluminatian to the Lor; 
40d giving us to undetſtand, meh WY 
char all our Devotion do but 
ꝑrovote the Majeſty of Heaven ſtill mote 
C he ainſt us, while we continue wilfull and 
inately in our Sins ; that whenever we 
7 . \appraſe the Wrath of God, the Bf | 
© (rho? not * 550%) Sacrifier 
. as David fpeaks,. 4 troubled Pai, 1. . 
K 4 broken and a tontrite 
a ſinoere Repentance ſon all. 666 
«Offences, and (as he ſpeaks by Iſaiab) pure 
© ting away ithe evil of our Doings from before his 
Eyes, ceaſthg tu do evil, and learning to do 
© Wells? Whoever conſiders the Natate and 
Dyſn of Szcrificts among the Jews, or of the 
Chriſtian Ordinanies, will fee that they are a 
direct Afront' to the moſt Hiph, when Men 
do not take care to ii according to the Pu-. 
thy of them, or come with a ſinjcere Repentance 


5:4 ſuch Weglect, and a Reſolot ion of a more | 


ſuitable — ſor the time to cofnd. 
Thoſe are indeed as nereſſary as any other Du- 
ties: But they are ſo far from Duties, when 
the - others are vg lected, that t are" Sn, 
any ai  Mockings of God and Pra- 
: ale E 8 
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(16 J 
fanations of his Holy Name and Ordinances, 
So that it concerns us to be careful, in the firf 


Place, of our Lives arid Conderſatians; and 


Whenever we come tu preſent our ſelves before the 
Lord, to beware, leaſt Satan alſo come with 
us; to conſider what our Lives and Converſa- 
ions have been, and to reſalve upon amend- 
ment, wherein ſoever we find we have 
done amiſs. 
And as it thus appears 0 the very De: 
fien of the Text, that it do's not exclude any 
Duties, particularly any Ace of Devotion ; 
which it is ae ſpoken in ſomie kind of 
Oppoſition to; To as much as this may be ga- 
ther'd from the 44% Duty in it, To walk hum- 
blywith our Ged. For this was the Spirit and 
Life of all the Sacrifices and Oblations amongſt 
* ; which were to atone ſor their Tran, 
6, or to ackrowledgethar all gaod came 
— him. And it is no — e declares, 
that without theſe mtonts, he never requir'd 
them at their Han 1 they were, withs 
out them, the mpty ridirulous ſorma - 
liries imaginable, or Fr. higheſt Initances of 
n as if they thought they did God 
Service by them, and he wou'd 
Pal. in reality eat the Fliſh ef Bulle, 
2 . arink the blood of Goats... Bur 
as: wb humbly with their God was the main 


 Jatent ot thoſe — this Duty when re- 


garded; dos of n ſuppoſe and require 


Werd Eo them; | 


— 


EP. 
them; ſor they were, by the eſpecial A- 
pointment of God himſelf, the outward Ex- 
preſſions of their Humility towards him. 
And as their Sacrifices for Sin were Typic 
of the Death of Chriſt, and had the Pomer of 
Atonement only as ſuch; a Dependance on his 
Merits, and the Neceſſity of them to us, is alſo 
moſt ſtrictly implied in this Duty of walking 
humbly with our God; and eſpecially with re- 
gard to us, to whom the San . 
a Righteouſneſs bath ariſen with Mal. iv; 2 
healing in his Wings, and is now- ee 2 
in his Meridian, who have the whole My- 
ſtery of Redemption «folded to, and openly 
profeſ.d by us. Which Profeſſion in the very: * 
Mature of it, is walking humbly with our God, 
and we are daily taught by it, that it is it 
ſelf the andy Metho of doing this effettually 
e and to any purpoſr; When we are oblig'd 
5 by it to 225 upon all Occaſians, that We 
4 have our ſelves intirely forfeited the Divine 
I» Favor, and merited only Mrath and Vengeante, 
4— and it is throꝰ the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus} that 
of we are ſped from Puniſhment, and meet 
d with any Acceptance; when all our Addreſſes 
d at the Throne of Grace are in his Name, and 
0 we are allom'd neither to pray nor give ans, 
ac but by his Interceſſiion for us; and when the 
in Principal Ordinance of our Religion is the 
8 moſt ſolemn Confeſſion of him, Commemorates, 
re as the Sagifces among the Jews Dypiſed, his 
j 5 17 Expite 
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2 an of our Su upon the Groſs, and can- 
| Arden and Grace to us; and we are. in 
. no no Er with God, till we are a4mited inta 
A Church, by Bani, which repreſents: his 
7 4th and Neſarreqtion. 80 that our Pro: 
jfiog in the General. and every, Pert ale 
a Praffice of this Duy of. making humbly 
wh gar Gad, and this Duty do's by Conler 
quence imply it all; there being ud Salvation 
| iin am ather, than in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Act. iy. 12. and yong other Name anger Heaven 
5 gien among Mn, wharehy. wo 
webe a and therefore vo atber way of 
 oxpreing:duly gur Humility ee, dag bn 

the Profuineof us Aale. 
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* And dow we ſoe What litthe Reaſon 
the Eucmies of Chriſtianity ha qe to be fond of 
this Text, a5 favorring their un preſumptu- 
and abſurd Schemes of Religiun. For be- 
as char, in the yery lumor and dgfge, it 
do vas lay us the % of our Ds 
the 4h Branch of it manifeſtiy inplias, to the 
Jews their wal Monſbus, being only the due 
8 of ity and bringing it to its Prime 
long oro fe vhs rag 
ng te nig, 35 ſtrictly 

is a ſuſſicient Rvidence of the e 
hana ax aa N ve Wache 


i fag) 


at Shadows ſor their Suppopr, where oven the 
lone Undertianding m © eng diſeaver the Nose it. 
But they are cominus vialinee to 
the Scriprares, to wrefh — —.— their true 
aten (as has been well obſetvid by a 
Great Man, who yer has been thought =o 
much. their Friend) and torturing them, 
that they may ſpeat their 0wn, Lengagge. 
And let l the World judge, if bogig of 
Perfect ian, freedow from Siu, and the pover of 
recommending themlelves to the Ditine Favor 
without a Mediator, do agree with the 
Letter of the Text, apd can in au Senſe be 
calld walking humbly with: their God? und 
whether they have not an axcoramow | 
r ance, in fring, as they do, that Sacrifice 
were originally of Humane Indentiun, note 
wichſtand ing ſo great Teſ imam that we lavg 
to the catran, both ſrom Stripture and Res- 
ſan; and alledęing ſuch Paſſagei as this, in be- 
Half of their Aſertion, When they tigat cone | 
temptiblß, only the Sacrifice f The i Wicked 
(which may well be en Abemination;Y 
and amaunt to no „ 
lation of our Saviour ta his. Deſciptes, wie. 


And why call 30 me, Lon, Lot,, 10h 
8 the, N. mhiche 1 Luke 4 4 
4} | ier 


2. And Ae nin war oa 
apply what has been poke» from the Text, 
* wor Inſtractian it was deſigu'd. — 

oug 


[26] 
© » ought” to obſerve, how great Care'is taken 
; — ent our e its ee out. ſide Pro- 
3 feſſom of Religion, without the Spirit, and 

true Practice of it · We are ſhew'd how 
prone Mankind is to fall into this fatal Error, 
and ſufficiently cation d againſt it; ſo much, 
that ſome tate hold on what is ſaid to diſ- 
claim" every Thing, but what they call a 
Good Life. In which, notwithſtanding, they 
are ſeldom the moſt exemplary, tho? it is the 
whole of the Religion they pretend to, and 
they are continually inſuling it into others: 
But (it appears more than enough) not 
out of any $008 Deen, but in Oppoſttion to 
thoſe who have a due value for Revelation, 
and to propagate under that Man their per- 
nicious Errors. And let us beware how we 
give them Occaſion to accuſe us of excluding 
the Practical Part of Religion by the Specu- 
lative;, which in its Natare has nothing at 
all of that Tendency, but the moſt direct con- 
ti There is no Doctrine of bur Nelig ion, 
hut, When daly regarded, has an immediate In- 
upon our Minde and Practices, to make 
them Yirtuous and Holy; which #0 one can 
truly be from any other Religion whatever. 
And the more Ort hodax any are in their Pro- 
as of Chriſtianity, it is their own fault, if 
= rheyare not rn gang Virtubus and the more 
Me. D143; Were 


o 
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$4974 | | Seeing 


Lede of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


ctious in Religion, to be call'd back to thoſe. 


2 L 21 ] 
Seeing therefore we profeſs ſo excellent a 
Religion, both as to the Docrrines and Pre- 
cepts of it, let us be neither bar- * 
ren, nor unfraitfal in the knows 2 pet. . 8. 
taking Caxtion from the Examples before us, 
not to eſteem our ſelves upon the bare Profeſſion. 
of the Trae Religion! And we may be juſtiy 


common and obvious Duties, which the Light 
of Nature direfts,-and Mature it ſelf prompts 
us to; without which there can be nothing 
of Honeſty-or Probity, Humanity or Modeſty in 
us: And they muſt have an «zcommon ſort of 
Underſtanding, that know how to reconcile tho 
want of theſe with amy Religion at all. Let us not 


be gailiy of that hardneſs, which Natural Reli. 


gion wou'd zot allow, and Good Nature wou d 
recoil at, and the Beaſts of Prey reproye! 
3. But if theſe Conſiderations will not pre- 
vail with licentioaus Men to leave of their 
wicked. Practices, and conform themſelves to 
that Probity and Parity the Goſpel requires 
of its Profeſſors; if ſuch Arguments as: th 
with, all the np 4g 'Rhetorick of the Hoy 
Scriptures, will not perſwade the Mpocrite of 

the abſolute: Neceſſity of an inward Renovation, 
of the Parity of the Heart, and an unfoigy'd 
Sincerity upon all Occaſions both before God - 
and Man, let this with : 


| ta N 
ſſeat to them and auen their Aen. Of 
— may, A Sore, be truly 
unt Day atternth 
Pſalm XIX. 25 1 Night unto Night. 
_ „ Kjvowledpe.” And t. 
led oriLarguacedo we know 
te 4 uncom mom V nice has not been 
heard? 80 far therefore, in this Sence, may 


not ſay, Ter Lis, that is, their 
205 Drveftion with the — Moon, an 
Stars which goverm them, has 


gone ont theo 
"wry 115) n 
4. the End of the Mord; and that 
Plan . — ane \ Dep, at the 
woiſe of "the Waceriſpouts ? As they ry be- 
_ che rt axe of a juſt and angry 
——— all Nations, and 
— eng an — 
upott us ro amord b 


to * ' ant —— Re — 
we, bouft 40 much o, and a¹¹ beyond all 
Things elſe which the Worſd affords ? Maſt 
ie get be the Seimei of comy-' Soul; that 
__ wehavernio?? nen, and the 
gerret Language” of au Fi, Return 
1 Rerum for ame, O Je Bark/faders, if you 
Kurve What ye pre; oft if you only 
e whiely wwe at do, that the World 
is dor wichout 4 Saperior Homer to govern 
ye ie, 4 what Provocations rave 
9 4 be 

ey ra 
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© cloſely following a ſampriæing Peſtilence; 
* which ſwept your e Cite of ide nus 
& merous Inhabitants. We have heard alſo of 
an axpatural Rebellion amongſt you, the 
* molt contrary in every reſpect to the Laws 
and Nature of your Religion, and your 
© Conſtitution both in Church and State; a 
6 Rebellion, tis ſaid, againſt the beſt of Prin- 
* ces, aint whom, When it began, it were 
6 «njuſt even to complain, ungrateful not to 
© return the utmoſt Expreſſions: of Duty for 
c his gracious Adminiſtration ; and after the 
Ruins and Devaſtations of the Hoſtility of 
© Seven or Eight Years, in all which Time 
© heſtill acted the render Father, not content 
© with dethroning him, you imbru'd | your 
Huauds in his Sacred Innocent Blood; for this 
© every Saul muſt needs reproach you, and 
© every Month wou'd ſpit it in the Face of any. 
© Briton, ſaying, Is that the Fruit of your 
© boaſted Boldneſs? As you have done lite- 
© rally to your Prince, ſuffer us to do in this 
© manner to a We have heard too, that 
© his Sans alſo and all his Children were per- 
* ſecuted to the utmoſt, and forc'd to run for, 
© ſhelter into foreign Countries, which you 
© not only deſpiſe but abhorr, and think not, 
* worthy of your Friendſhip. In a Word, we 
© have been told, that the whole Authors 
1 you, all Offices, - Sacred, Civil, 
and Milt N aſurp d ie 8 
Thats — 


44] 
bel, who Ry the Majority of you; af 
« Plant and F ＋ be comẽ at, 
rey to them, En within Tefs than Sevex 
25 of the ff of thoſe TWO Fudg ments 

belts chad and that * 3 . 
* dented Rebellion laſted full Twenty 

© that at the end of Twenty Years, you 
, God took pity on you, and ed you From 
8 Dl 4 d ſo flagitionfly brow! 
No TOs, when the worf of you 
ap} the Work of their m Hand, 
2 Lac the Frurts of their more bh 
- Crimes, and knew not where to ſerrie 
upon the OM Fonandations ; that then 
_ Femh, with the Arier E 
went, were, to the Amaumen 55 0 
2 ah Men, re. Now Jo lobg Time” of 
© fuch Violener and Confuſion a mon — 
© felves, as it is the Fruit of 
© the wor Crimes and Principles, and Wah 
© as your genre, meek, peateable Religion en- 
© tirely forbids, and a Pur of thoſe 
their Aer, muſt have according 
e en eee 

ing, a Pun A 
* View, being ſo /, and without con- 
+ troverſic a true and fill Alational Juag ment. 
And when we confider, that you Were fo 
© fooh overtaken by others, fo very den 
© to in their kind, we cannot but conclude, 


. ww 
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© fell very bort of their due Efe#s an 

s Conſequences; you were not rightly ſexſible 
© of either, you retain d your old Sins and 
Provocat ions, the ſame Vices and evil Habits 
© as before; and if there have not been alta- 
| Renner the ſame Appearances, we too juſt! 

fear there is the ſame Malice and Wickeanels, 
* the ſame evi/ Principle reigning at the 
© Heart. And what are Wars, and Sediti- 
ons, Peſtilences, and Conflagrations, but ſo 
many different ſorts of Fires, and in rea- 
* ſon either naturally or judicialy the true and 
« genuine Frazts of ſuch Vices and evil Diſ- 
* poſitions ag theſe, vic. Laſt and Fury, Re- 
F venge and Cruelty, unnatural Affection, and 
Pride towards God and Man? And theſe 
* are fed and zouriſh's by dleneſs, Intempe- 
* rance, and Luxury, And now, O ye Bri- 
tons, the Cauſes of N aſtoniſhing V- 
* tations are viſible al the World over, and 

* we ſee what you. are, Whether ho are 
* ſenſible of it or no; and what you are 
* like to be, if you do not repent and grow 


e 1 * ; 
hus may we rationally ſuppoſe the whole 
World preaching to us; echoing. back the 
Impreſſions they have receiv'd from the 
„*. Hound of our uncammon Milcries, and reflet?- 
Light gur various Flames have given 


i 


[ 26] 
And we may imagine 'em ſaying further, 
that ſecing the Calamity we this Day comme- 
morate, is the /aft great Joanne Oey 
have heard that we have actually felt, and 
we have been remarkably deliver d from o- 
thers we have had too much Cauſe to 00 
it is manifeſt that we have a gracious God, 
who mercifully waits for our true Repentance, 
and effectual turning from the evil of our 
Ways, that ſo Iniquity may not be our Raine; 
that the Greatzeſ5, Variety, and Frequency of 
our Judgments and Deliverances, our Threat- 
nings and Mercies, appear to them no ſmall 
Tokens that we have ſomething very excellent 
among us, for the ſake of which our God 
has a Favor unto us, diſcovering a particu- 
lar Jealumſie and Care over us; that the only 
Confirmation they want of this, is our „hi- 
ing in the World with Lights different from 
thoſe which have ſo long glard in their 
Eyes, not with Infernal, hut Celeſtial Flames; 
and that till then, we may very well exc«ſe 
them from believing that at a diſtance, which 
we hardly appear to believe, tho? we have 
it amongſt us, and embracing that which we 
never cordially embrac'd our ſelves, _ 
Leet us therefore not think we have dene 
the Dat of this Day, unleſs we become more 
ſenſible than ever of the Occaſion and Deſign of 
the extraordinary Solemnity of it, and make 
a further advance in Repentance, and renew- 
9 r ing 


had an Eye to, when he wens the Churches 


KEE 


ing of our Minde, and reforming our Lives, 


than we have hitherto done. For: cow?d we 
ſhew all the Teal and Devotion repreſented 
in the Context, it wou'd avail us nothing 
without true Sincerity, the pure and undefiÞd 


Religion requir'd in the Text, viz. Juftice 


and Mercy to Men, and Humility towards 
God: Which ſtrictly i»pl an Orthodox 
Faith; a penitent habit of Mind for all our 
Sins, and Infirmities, and Prevarications from 
our Duty how ref ſoever; and all 
rightneſs in regard to the Church and State; 
and the Obligations we have to 4 Perſons 
whatever, Pelefiatica or Civil, High or 
Low, Rich or Poor, in their ſeveral Relations 
and Capacities, 3 8. 

I ucou'd not but efteem it axhapty, that I 
was not reminded of what was ſappas d to ho 
here the chief Concern of the Day, till it 
was almoſt” too late to conſider what to ſay 
ſuitable to it. Otherwiſe'T might have been 
more particular and leſs tedious : But it ap- 
pears Providential, and I hope wilt make 
what has been ſa:d the more talen notice of, 
that I had before-hand pitch'd upon a Sub- 


ject ſo very proper. 45 
FU dn e I. conclifle; "to 
add ſomething further, which may be of 
Uſe in reſpect to our Modern Infidels Theſe 


Men the Apoſtle St. Peter ſeems to have 


to 


il, 
| 
| 


unte Fire againſt the (Great) D 


be Jeagments. And that every Evil is, 


* LEW 
21.7 -; to be miadful of what they ro- 
2 bet. . i, ceiv'd from the Holy Prophets, 
a and dpoſties of the Lord and Ser 
viaun. Mering this firſt, that 


2 7 came in the loft Days Scoffers, walk, 


ing after their own Laſts, and ſaying, Where is 
5 Promiſe of his coming ? Far ore the Fa. 
thers fell aſleep, all Things continue as they werg 


from the. beginning 4 the Creation, . For the 
ion of th 


Confutation o angodly Men, he char- 
ges it upon them as wilful Inorance, that 
they do not underſtan tar os the Word of 
God ( meaning the Lord and Saviour before- 
mention'd ) the Heavens were made, and 
this Globe of Earth and Water, and by the 
latter Element te World that then was, Fer) 
riſbed; ſignify iagg. That all Things did 
© not continue 45 they mere at firſt, but that 
* he had ance alt 12 to Judgment, and 
© executed his Wrath upon «ll the World, ex- 
ht Perſons, and had very, much 
the whole Face of Natere; that 
the ſame Word keeps in ftore the World as it is 
thus alter d from what it was, 97 it 
Ang 


of 
R. 
. dps leſſer Judgments be look'd upon 


quent, and Perdition of ungodly Me | 

as Sens, and Forerunners, and Evidences of 
the Trath of this? This certainly they maſt 
be efteem'd, as long as they are thought to 


with⸗ 
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they may 0 laughing into, if 44,45, 


to i Tf T- | * 
without all doubt, that is «ove the Aren 
of Natursl Cauſes. Such indiſputably was 
that we are now conſidering, in the firſt 


Herellirg, procedure, and ending of it. And 


ſuch were reckon*d many -- | 
rior Fires, as a Great Man has * Zip stil- 
formerly ob/erv/d upon the Day lingfleet, in his 
in this City, naming particu- 57% * 
larly, that at Rome in Nero's Tord wes, 
Time; that in the Emperor e 
Titus his Time; and that in 
the Time of ne f dus; 1 that at Con- 
antinople, which happen'd, An. Dom. 465. 
Here. ge 5 C 
more than any within the Compaſs (even) 
of his Obſervation, what we are now la- 
menting; and two that had formerly burnt 
down great Part of the then City of Landon. 
And may we not look upon theſe Events as 
lively Tokens of that Day wf the x4 
Lora, in the mbich the Heavens Ver. IO, 122 
ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, | 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat, the 
Earth alſo and the Works that are therein ſbal be 


barnt up? And let the Scoffers conſider, that is 


the new World, there only drei.. 
beth Righreouſneſs ; and Eternal Ver. 1. 
Flames are prepar'd for ſuch Mat. en 
Men as themſelves; which ir 2 1 


any Comfort to 


| : 


that will 


we may be a 
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